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But Abraham ſaid ; Son, Remember that Thou in 
thy life-time reccivedſt thy Good things, and like- 
wiſe Lazarus Evil things : But now, He is 
Comforted, and Thou art Tormented. 


£6 HE words are part of a Parable, 
in which our Saviour Chriſt lets 
forth to us the different Me- 
thods of God's Providence in his 
diſpenſations to Mankind, with 
relation to the Happineſs of this 
life, and of the Other. That however he ma 
here ſeem to. ſcatter his Bleſſings at all adven- 
tures, upon the Good and Bad indifferently, and 
permit the Wicked:to triumph 1n their Impiety ; 
Yet theres a time coming when He will call 
them to a ſevere account for all their Actions, 
and render to every man: according to his Works. 


© There-was a certain rich Man, which was cloath- Ve. 19. 


* ed in purple and fine linnen, and fared ſumptuouſly 
© every day. And there was-a certain Beggar, named 
© Lazarus, which was laid at his Gate full of ſores; 
© And deſiring to be fed- with the Crumbs which fell 
© from the rich mans table : moreover the dogs came 


© andlicked His ſores. And it came to paſs that the begs 
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© par died, and was carried by the Angels into Abra- 
: ab boſome.; The rich man alſo died, and was bu- 
* ried, And in Hell he lift up bis Eyes, being in tor- 
* ments, and ſeeth Abraham afar of, and Lazarus 
© in his boſome. And he cried, and ſaid, Father A- 
© braham, -Hfave mercy on me; and ſend Lazarus 
© that be may dip the tip of bis finger in water, and 
* cool my tongue, for 1 am tormented in this flame, 


© But Abraham ſaid; Son, Remember,that Thou 
< in thy life-time receivedſt thy good things, 
© and likewiſe Lazarus, evil things : but now, 
© He #s comforted,andThou art tormented, 


It has been one of the oldeſt Complaints that 
we any-where meet with againſt the Providence 
of God in his managing the Afairs of this lower 
World, That He ſo often permits the greateſt Sin- 
ners to be very eafie and proſperous ; whilſt better 
menare forced many times to encounter with all 
the difficulties and diſcouragements, not only 
of a poor and deſpicable Fortune, but that 
too rendred yet more uneafie, by the Injuries 
and Oppreſſions which the wicked are ſuffered to 
bring upon kim. #4251 - 

If we look back into the fate of the World 
before our Saviour ; even then when it pleaſed 
God to make temporal bleſſings the encourage- 
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ment to Obedience ; yet we ſhall find neverthe- 
leſs the beſt Men very frequently both won- 
dring at , and complaining of the mequality.of 
| this procedure. Truly, lays Holy David, Pſal. Ixxiii. 
| 1. God is good unto Iſrael, even to ſuch as are of a Pal laxiii. x; 
clean heart : But as for me, my feet were almoſt gone, —2,. 
my ſteps had well nigh ſlipp'd : For I was envious at —;. 
the fooliſh, when 1 ſaw the proſperity of the wicked. 
And Job himſelf, cho. ſo patient in his own ſuffe- 
rings, yet could not forbear to expoſtulate with 
God, abont the flouriſhing condition of Evil Men ; Job x. 7. 
Job xxi.. 7+ Wherefore do the wicked live , become 
old, yea, axe. mighty in power? And the beſt ac- 
count could then be given of this matter was ; 
T hat tho Providence did permit them ro. flouriſh 
for a while, yetir. commonly brought ſome {e- 
vere Judgment upon themat the laſt: And as 
the. Heathens themſelves ſometimes obſerved, 
therefore raiſed them.up to a height of _ 
extraordinary ,. that their Fall. might be the. 
greater, and more remarkable. 
This was'what the Prophet David,after all his 
ſearch,acquieſced in, as the.beft Argument both 
ro ſatisfy himſelf, and. to vindicate God Almighty. | 
| Surely, ſays He, thou do#t ſet themm ſlippery places, Pral. laxiii:19,-. 
| and caſteſt them into deſtruftion : How are they — 19. 
| brought into deſolation as in a moment * They are ute 
terly 
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—2. terly conſumed with terrors : 4s a dream when one 
awaketh, ſo, O Lord, when thou awakeit ſhalt thou 
deſpiſe their Image. And again, in another P/alm ; 
He gives thisas the reaſon, why we ſhould not 
be troubled-ac the proſperity which wicked Men 

Pal. xxxvi. 1, ſeen ſometimes to enjoy. Fret not thy ſelf be- 
cauſe of Evil-doers, neither be thou envious againſt 

m-2, the workers of Tniquity.; For they ſhall ſoon be cut 
down like the graſs , and wither as the green berhb. 
And Solomon not only inſiſts upon the ſame Rea- 
ſon, but almoſt tranſcribes the very ſame words: 

Prov. xv. 19, Prov. xx1v. 19. Fret not thy ſelf becauſe of Evil 

— 20. Men, neither be thou envious at the Wicked ; For there 
ſhall be no reward to the Evil Man, the (andle of the 
Wicked ſhall be put out. 

And the ſame was the RefleQion which the 
reſt of the Holy Men in thoſe times contented 
themſelves with upon this occaſion. They ſaw 
bur little of a future late, and of that Eternal 
Retribution God will hereafter make of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, co every one, according to his 
works : And therefore they ſought our that 
puniſhment for Sineys in this World, which they 
could not ſo certainly affign to them in the other, 

Nor indeed was this any more than what the 
Tenor of the:Law it (elf directed them to. For 
it having pleaſed God to ſet before them the pro» 


miſes 


the King and Queen. | '5 


miſes of this preſent life, as the rewards of their 
Obedience ; and by the threatnings of troubles and 
diſappointments, of loſſes and afflifions now to 
be undergone, to atfright them from {in : lc 
was but natural for them to be ſurpriſed, when 
contrary to all this, they law wicked men in great 
Proſperity ; And to conclude according to what 
both the Law of God, and the Methods of his 
Diſpenſations,and their own Experience l:d them 
to do, that their happineſs ſhould not be of any 
lons continuance; bur, as the P/almiſt expreſles 
it, in the P/almr | before mentioned, Pl. xxxvii. Pru.cxwi.ys 
35, 36. Thave ſeen the wicked in great power, and 
{preading himſelf like a green bay-tree : Vet he paſ- —— ;. 
ſed away, and lo, he was not ; yea I ſought him, but 


he could not be found. 
Such was the Caſe even of the beſt men here- 


tofore under the Law: And I ſhall not need 
to ſay, how apt weall of us are, tocomplain 
of God's Providence upon the ſame account even 
now. And if not with the Sceptick, to take oc- 
caſion from hence to diſpute whether he has 
any concern at all for the Affairs here below; 
yet at leaſt with Jeremy to reaſon ſometimes 
with him of his doings, Jer. xii. 1. Righteous art Jer xit x. 
thou,0O LORD, when I plead with thee,yet let me talk 
with thee of thy judgments ; Wherefore doth the way 
of the wicked proſper ? B Bur 
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But the Inſtance of the Text explains the dif- 
ficulty , gives a fnal ſatisfaFion to all our 
doubts, and for ever filences our Complaints ; 
and vindicates both the Juſtice and Goodneſs of 
God Almighty. Whilſt drawing aſide the wail 
which hung before their eyes, it gives us a 
clear proſpe& of a ſtate of things, beyond 
the narrow bounds of this preſent World. A 
State where all cheſe ſeeming Irregularities 
{hall be fer to rights: Where the Sinner ſhall be 
diveſted of all his preſent happineſs ; And the 
Greatneſs, the Riches, the Pleaſures he now en- 
joys, expire into the ſad reſult of that Sarcaſtick 
Conceſſion, which Solomon once made to the 
wicked in his days; Repoice, O young man, in thy 
youth, andlet thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy 
youth ; Walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the 
fight of thine eyes : But know thou, that for all theſe 
things, God will bring thee to judgment. 
Nay, but the Text carries us. yet farther : 
Ir not only ſets before us the different ſtate of 
the poor deſpiſed Lazarus, and the rich Yolup- 
tuary, in the other world ; tho that had been ſuf- 
ficient to juſtifie the Providence of God, both for 
all the Good which the One had received, and. 
for all the Evil which the Other had ſuffer'd bere 
on Earth: But ſeems in great meaſure to re- 
: [ : preſent 
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preſent tous their ſeveral conditions in thisLife, 
as the very Ground and Reaſon of their differeat 
Portions in the other. Son, remember, that Thou 
in thy life-time haſt received thy Good things, and 
likewiſe Lazarus Evil things; but now He is com- 
forted, and Thou art tormented. He does not tell 
him of the Abuſe he had made of his Riches, in 
employing them only upon his Pride and Sens 


ſuality. He reproaches him not with his Un- 


charitableneſs, that could let this poor man lie 
and periſh at his Gate, and not take ſo much no- 
tice as his very Dogs did of him. No; he re- 
preſents ro him only the Happineſs he ſome- 
time enjoyed whilſt he was in this World; 
and the Grandeur and ]ollity in which he lived 
in it: Asf a continued ſtate of Proſperity in the 
preſent life were almoſt incompatible with the 
Bleflings and Glopies of the other. 

And however [I ſhall not preſume to belo 
raſh, as to make a general Rule of this Re- 
mark; That thoſe who are Great, and Rich,and 
Honourable now, are not toexpedt any further 
Portion hereafter : And, God be thanked ! have 
Inſtances at this time before my eyes, that [ 
am perſwaded, would be ſufficient to confute 
the uncharicableneſs of ſuch a Concluſron : Yet 
thus much I may take leave to obſerve fromit ; 

B 2 That 
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Thar ſuch Perſons as theſe, ſhall of aleckers 


the moſt hardly be ſaved. And therefore that we 
ought to beſofar from cenſuring God's Provi- 
dence for diſpenſing ſo large a ſhare of theſeBleſ- 
ſings tothem, or bo envying of them upon 
any ſuch account ; that we ſhould rather pity 
their danger, who are beſet with ſo many more 
and ſo much greater Temptations than other 
men ; And multtherefore take a great deal 
more care and pains, be much more watch- 
ful over themſelves, and zealous in their duty ; 
or eiſe what we falſly call their Happineſs, may 
prove their ruin to all Eternity. 

It was a ſevere Cenſure which our Saviour 
once paſ;'d upon the Riches,and I fear I may ex- 
tendit to all other the like advantages, to the 
Honours, the Power, the Pleaſures of this world ; 
Mat. xix. 23. Perily I ſay unto you, that a rich 
man ſhall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
And again, ver. 24. I ſay unto you, It is eaſier for 
a Camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of. heaven. And 
when his Diſciples thereupon began with ſome 
amazement to ask of him, Who then can be ſav d? 
We do not find him at all moderating his Re- 
fle&ion. He tells them, that it wasindeed pol- 
ſible for ſuch a one to be ſaved : Bur it was like 
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removing a mountain, Or raiſing a dead man to life. 
A. work to be done only by a Miracle of God's 
Grace ; nat after the ordinary manner of other 
men, but by that mighty Power which makes 
nothing impoſſible ro a Divine Agent : Jeſus 
ſaid unts them, With men this is impoſſible, but with 


God all things are poſſible. 
And this is that which I ſhall now endeavour 


both from the Remark and the Example of the 
Text, more particularly to repreſent to you. 
T am ſenſible chat I am now ſpeaking to Per- 
ſons of a more than ordinary Fortune and Chara: 
Fer in the World. And I know how much hard- 
er it will be, without great care, for fuch to be 
ſaved, than for thoſe of an Inferiour degree : And 


— 26. 


therefore how neceſlary it 1s, that-they ſhould . 


be fully convinced and perluaded of.it. And 
I am not in the leaſt apprehenſive, that I ſhall 
at all diſcourage their bin by ſuch an Underta- 
king. Ic is the Honour of Great and Generons 
minds to be brave and daring. The difficulties 
that would affright others, ſerve only to ani- 
mate and encourage them the more to over- 
come them. And this Promiſe they have from 
God Almighty, That as their task is more difh- 
culr than ocher mens, ſo ſhall his Grace be di- 


Ipenced to them in a greater and more plenti- 
Þ "728 ful 
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fol\Degree. So that if chey benot wanting to 
thernſelves, he will fot fail to affiſt their En- 
deayours: He will bleſs them with an extraor- 
dinary meaſure of his Grace now, and will 


crown them. with a more Eoending and Eternal 


weight of glory hereafrer. 


For the better clearing of all which, I ſhall 
obſerve this Method : 


If, Iwill ſhew, How much more difficule 
It .is for thoſe who are Greaty and Rich, 
and Powerful, to be ſaved, than for other 
men? And upon what Grounds i It is, that 
it becomes lo ? 


II, I will conſider what Influence "MY a 
RefleFion ought to have upon all ſorts of 


men, 


'Þ Ulpon the One, toſtir them upto a great- 
er Careof theit future Happineſs. 


2. Upon the Other, to' engage them to a 
patient Acquieſcence even in the meaneſ? 
Condition. 


And, If. Iam to ſhew, How much more dif- 
ficultit is for thole who areGreat,andRich, 
and Powerful, to: be ſaved, than for other 
men? And-upon what Grounds, and for 
what reaſon it is that ic becomes lo? 

Now 
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Now this will appear from theſe two. Con- 
ſiderations ; 

1. Of that Obligation which thoſe who en- 
joy theſe Advantages lie under, toa more 
fſtrit and careful Diſcharge of theix duty, 
than other men, An | 

2dly. Of thoſe Temptations which theſe yy 
chings many times bring along wir 
them, to the ruining of ſuch perſons : 
Whilſt inſtead of miniſtring to their Piety, 
and ſoencreafing their Reward, they lerye 
rather to expoſe them the more to danger ; 
and in the conſequence thereof, become 
oftentimes the greateſt Occaſion of their 
Eternal Deſtru&ion. 

For if ſuch Perſons as theſe have alarger and 
more comprehenſiveDuty to fulfil, upon the ac» 
count of theſe Advantages,than other men; And 
if theſe very things which thus encreaſe their- 
duty, arealſoat the ſame time apt to provethe- 
greateſt Lets and Hindrances to them in the 
performance of it ; nay perhaps become even 
Snares and Temptations to them to draw them. 
aſide from it : *Tis then a plain caſe, thatheir 
condition muſt be more dangerous than that 
of ordinary Chriſtians, who neither lie under ſuch 
Engagements, nor are expoſed to ſuch Temptations. 


And | 
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- Arid 1/7; That thoſe to, whom God has given 
thele Advantages above other men,do theres 
by become 'engaged to a more rift and 
careful diſcharge -; their duty than others. 


Fort proof whereof I ſhall need go no far- 
ther than that greit Evangelical Rule of our Ble/- 


Luke xii. 48. ſed Saviour, Luke xii. 48. That unto whomſoever 


much is given, of him much ſhall be required ; and 
unto whom men have committedmuch, of him they will 
ask the more. He was ſpeaking in the Verſe be- 
fore, of the Difference which God would make 
in his exaCtions hereafter, according to the dif- 
ferent degrees of mens Knowledg and Capacities 
now. That ſervant which knew his Lord's will, and 
prepared not himſelf, neither did according to his will, 

all be beaten with many ſtripes ; but be that knew 
not , and did commit things worthy of ſtripes , 
ſhall be beaten with few ſtripes. And the ſame is 
the caſe in all other Advantages whatſoever: 
Whether they be the internal affiſtances of Grace 
and Xnowledg,; or elſe the external Bleſſings of 
Honour, Riches, Authority, and the like ; What- 
ever the mſtance be, whereby it pleaſes Godto 
enableus to do more good, and make a more 
plentiful return of Duty and Service to him than 
other men, our Account ſhall be required in 
proportion thereunto, and to whom God has come 
mitted much, of him he will ask the more. So 


- 
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So that now then to prove that there is a 
greater and more extenſive Duty incumbent 
upon ſuch Perſons as theſe I am! now ſpeaking 
of, than upon the ordinary fort of (briſtians, 
| ſhall need only to ſhew, that God has given 
them a greater Capacity of doing Good ; and that 
by conſequence ic muſt be their own faulc, if 
they do not make a return, in ſome meaſure at 
tealt, proportionable chereunto. 


1.And the Firſt Advantage that | ſhall mention 
is that of Time : And which howeverl fear at 
preſent bur little regarded by many of us,” is yer 
without queſtion not only a very valuable thing 
in it ſelf, but ſuch a Bleſſmg as whatever we do 
now, yet the hour is coming when we ſhall 
All begin co pur a jult Eſtimate upon it. - And 


when 1 conſider the great buſineſs a Chriſtian has - 


to doin this World, What Duties to fulfil ? What 
Luſts and Paſſions to overcome? How many 
Difficulties and Temptations to encoutiter with ? 
And then think, How ſhort our Life at the beſt 
is? What Accidents may arrive to throw us the 
next moment into the Grave ? How much of 
our time the Neceſſities of our Nature deprive us 
of ? How much more is ſtolfen from us by the 
unavoidable Obligations which the Buſmeſ, and 
Converſation, and too often the (ceremonies and 
| | C Imper- 
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Impertimence of the World lay upon us? To 
ſay nothing now of our very Vanities and 
Sins; Which yer I fear in all of us have their 
ſhare, and' in many of us a very large one 
too, to their Service : I muſt confeſs there is 
nothing wherein I could ſooner chuſe to envy 
the Happineſs, of thoſe above me, than in this 
one Advantage ; tho' ſuch as Moſt of them ſeem 
ro put the leaſt value of all upon, and ſuffer 
very little occaſion to deprive them of. 


And for the Opportunity which ſuch Perſons 
hereby have the better ro improve their Piety, 
and pay a more conſtant and regular Attendance 
upon the Offices of Religion ; it 1s ſo very evident, 
that ſhall not need to ſay any thing in proof of 
it. Whilſt being freed from thoſe Neceſſities under 
which Others labour ; and the ſupplying where- 
of not only fills up the greateſt part of their time, 
but too much poſleſſes their very Hearts and 

- Afﬀeftions toe : Which being forced to converſe l. 
ſo much with the Afﬀairs of this World, become | 
thereby not a little indiſpoſed to entertain them- ; 
ſelves with the Joys and Bleſlings of the other ; | 
They are infinitely more at liberty, as well as ex- 
eeedingly more engaged to lift up their Minds and | 
Deſires to Heaven, and to bleſs that God who has 
ſo highly favourd them above the-reſt of 

Mankind ; 


as 
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Mankind ; and to ſpend that time in the more ex- 
cellent purſuits of the Glories of their future ſtate, 
which they have no need to do in a olicitous 
care for the ſupport of their preſent condition. 


But I muſt go yer farther : For ſuch Perſons 
as theſe have not only more Time, & fo a greater 
Opportunity, as well as higher Engagements 


to ſerve God, and work out their Salvation, than 


the ordinary ſort of Chriſtians ; but they have 
moreover better Capacities, and larger Abilities to 


do Good, than other Men. For, 


2dly. If we conſider them in themſelves, and 
their perſonal Qualifications only, there is often 
ſeen another kind of Spirit in them, than what 
we find in the commou and Vulgar race of 
Mankind. Whether it be that from the begin- 
ing they are accuſtomed to a more generous ſort 
of Life, and bred up with other Maxims and 
Notions of things, than thoſe of an Inferior 
Order : Or that it pleaſes God, totheir greater 
Opportunities of ſerving him in all other re- 
ſpecs, to give a better and more excellent Ca- 
pacity too, to theſe than to other Men : But this 
is plain, that fomething there is in the very 
Temper and Diſpoſition of thoſe of a higher Rank; 
more generous and excellent than what we ors 
| C3 dinaril 
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dinarily meet with in thoſe Below them. Their 


Thoughts are more elevated, their Deſires more 
noble; their Reaſon more improv'd ; And by tand- 
ing upon a higher Ground, they ec further thay 
commonly Others do, whoſe very Hearts and 
Mmds are many times as mean and groveling 
as their Fortunes and their Emvloyments. 


And to all which if we add, what fuch Per- 
ſons for the moſt part have, the great happineſs 
of a better and more ingenuous Education too : 
It cannot be doubted but as this muſt needs 
put a very great difference in all other reſpects 
between thoſe of a Higher Quality, and the com- 
mon Crowd of Mankind ; ſo does it at the ſame 
time exceedingly better fit them for the Serviee 
of God, and for more high and extraordina 


Actainments.in the ways of Piety and Religion; | 

It-is indeed very ſad toreflet how ſmall a Senſe 
roo many of the Meaner ſort of the World ſeem 
to have of Religiom., And one would almoſt 
wonder how perſons bred up in a ( hurch where 


the Goſpel of Chriſt is ſo duly and plainly preach'd 


to them ; Where the Holy Scriptures are read to 
them in their own Tongue, and pur into their 
Hands for their own private Uſe and Medita- 
tion ; ſhould nevertheleſs fo many of them re- 


main- 


main as ignorant of the firſt principles of their 
Relinion,as if they had never enjoyed any of theſe 
opportunities of. being inſtructed in ir. 

But then there is this to be ſaid for it; That 
neither their Parts nor their Education enable 
them, nor will the neceſſary affairs of their 
Lives perm them to have fo diftint and 
thorough a knowledge of the Myſteries of the 
Goſpel ; Of the Love of God,and the Merits and Sa- 
tisfaftion of our Redeemer ; Of the Terroys of the 
final judgment ; And what the zlories or miſeries 
of another World import ; And what mighty 
obligations all theſe things lay upon us to [ive 
well, and to depart from all miquity. 

And yeteven among theſe, we may find many 
who are zealous for God's ſervice beyond what one 
could almoſt have expected from them. That im- 
__ every Opportunity, ſuffer no Occaſion to 
lip them that they can poſſibly ſteal from 
their prefent employments, to: encreaſe their 
knowledge, and to exerciſe their picty. How much 
more ought thoſe to whom God hasgiven ſo 
many more and better opportunities to do this ; 
Whoſe Souls are more raiſed , Whoſe Under. 
ſtandings more enlarged , Who know the My- 

| fteries of Chriſt's Kingdom, What promiſes God has 
made to afliſt our piety, and What bleſjmgs he has: 
prepared for ever to-reward it, to be in an extra- 
ordinary . 
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ordinary manner careful of themſelves: And 
not ſuffer theſe poor Souls to-riſe up in the judg- 
ment againſt them and condemn them, for thar 
being ſo much better fitted, to diſcharge their 
duty, and having ſo much more liberty to do it 
than they ; they have neyertheleſs ſo groſly 
neglected their Souls, and taken no care to ex- 
ceed, or it may be even to equal them in well- 


doing. 


But 3dly, Such perſons as theſe, have not on- 
ly more Time, and 2 better capacity, than thoſe 
of a lower degree ; but what is yet more, they 
have in many reſpe&s, a greater Ability too of 
Doing Good, and of promoting the Intereſts of 


Piety and Religion. And that eſpecially upon 
theſe Three Accounts, 


(1ſt) Of their Riches. 
(2dly) Of Their Authority. 


And in the conſequence of both theſe, 


(3dly) Of their very Example. 


(1/7) If we conſider them as Perſons of larger 
Fortunes, and more plentiful Eftates, than other 
Men ; How many Advantages will this one thing 
miniſter unto them for the better advancing the 


Service 
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Service of God, and the Intereſts of Chriſtianity ? 
What influence will this give them not only 
over their own Houſes, bur over multitudes a- 
broad who fome way ' or other depend up- 
on them, and need only their encouragement 
to become religious ? : 

To paſs by all other Benefits, and offer 
but one Inſtance inſtead of many. It can- 
not be doubted but that the more it has 
pleaſed God to diſpenſe to any one of theſe 
things, the more he not only is able, but ought 
in duty to lay out in the Exerciſe of that moſt ex- 
cellent Yertue of Charity and Beneficence; and than 
which I know not whether there be any more 
acceptable ro God, or more advantageous to our 
Eternal Salvatim. And though there is ſcarce 
any ſtate ſo mean as to be utterly exempt 
from all diſcharge of it; yet they are the Rich 
andWealthy ; Thoſe to whomProvidence has been 
free and liberal no leſs to fet them an Example what 
they ought to do to others, than to mable them 
to Do it ; whom we are to look upon as the 
chief Stewards of Heaven, and diſpenſers of its 
bleſſings to the poor and needy. And therefore 
S.Paul,though he recommends a Chriſtian Charity 
to all, and paſſes by none in his Exhorrations to 
it; yet we may obſerve that they are ſuch as theſe 
whom he bidsTimothy in a particular manner call 


upon 
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Tim. vi. x7, UPON Not to be wanting in it : Charge them that are 

— 18. ich in this world---- that they be rich in good works ; 

— 19. ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate ; laying up 
in ſtore for themſelves a good foundation againſt the 
time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 


For the next inſtance, (2d!y,) that of Power 
and Authority : I ſhall not need to ſay what a 
mighty Advantage this alſo gives to ſuch perſons 
of doing more than ordinary Good, by obliging 
Others to become ſo. And indeed | cannot tell 
whether there be any more truly beneficial ; bur 
ſure I am,a more noble and worthy Uſe there can- 
not be made of any Power or Authority we may 
have committed to us, than for the promoting 
the Glory of God, the Salvation of Mens Souls, and 
a publick ſenſe of Piety and Religion in the World. 
And how thoſe to whom God has given ſogtori- 
ous an 4dvantage as this of ſerving him, ina 
more than Ordinary manner, will be able to 
excuſe themſelves at the laſt day, if they do not 
eſpecially employ it to this beſt of Ends, I muſt 
confeſs | do not ſee: Nor can T perſwade m 
ſelf, that a private Piety is all God will exa&t of 
ſuch perſons, in whoſe power it wasin ſome 
meaſure to have reformed the Age ;-'and if nor: to 
have made it Good, yet- at leaft to have kept ir 
from being openly and fcandalonſly wicked. 

| ' Nay, 
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Nay, but (3d\,) And to cloſe this Point: 


Should thoſe whom we are now ſpeaking of 
have no ſuch Advantages as theſe, in point either 
of Riches or Authority ; which nevertheleſs I be- 
lieve but few of them want-: yer ſtill the very 
influence of a Great Mans Example is benefici- 
al, Ic not only ſtrikes mens Eyes, but for the 
moſt parc, I know not how, charms their very 
Hearts and Afﬀeftions into a Love firſt, and then 
into an Imitation of it. 

There is nothing more ordinary in the 
common practiſe of the World, than for 
thole of an Lrferiour Rank to take their 
meaſures from ſuch as are above Them. 'Tis 
this makes Sin its ſelf become reputable, when 
countenanced by the Examples of the Great and 
Flonourable : And the Commands of God, and all 
the Terrors of Eternity are too weak to prevail 
againſt the Power of Yice, when got into Credic 
and Cuſtome among ſuch perſons. How much 
more might we hope to ſee Piety and Religion re- 
vive among us, would the Princes and Nobles of 
our Iſrael \eriouſly refolve to ſet the Example : 
And make Yertue as neceſſary to a good Eſteem, 
and Intereſt, and Reputation with Men, as it isto 
gain the Love of God, and the Bleſſings and Glories 
of Eternity? 

D And 
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And thus have conſider very briefly a few 

of thole Advantages which oblige Perſons of 
Great Authority, and Fortune and Quality in the 
World, to a more ſtrict and careful diſcharge of 
their Duty than other men. Let us lee, 


2dly, What the Efe& of all this generally 
is. And whether theſe very things at the 
lame time that they thus lay a greater 
Obligation upon ſuch Perſons, are not 
apt, conſidering the evil Inclinations of 
corrupt Nature, to be perverted to a 
quite contrary purpole ; both to tempt 
them firſt, and then to enable them to be 
more highly Criminal than other men ? 


In ſpeaking to which Point I preſume no One 
will ſo far milunderſtand me, as to think I have 
any deſign to make an Apology for the Sins of 
Great Men, by ſhewing what extraordinary Dan- 
gers and Temptations their very condition often 
times expoſes them to. For though where there 
isa ſincere deſire, and an hearty Endeavour to 
live Well , this Conſideration perhaps may, 
and I doubt not ſhall preyail with God to 
make greater Allowances tor the ſlips and infir- 
mities of {uch perſons, than of thoſe who have 
not 
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not ſo many Diffculties to encounter with ; Yet 
cannot this be any Excuſe for thoſe who by this 
means ſuffer themſelves to be utterly drawn a- 
way from their Duty, and engaged in a Courſe 
and Habit of 'Sim : But on the contrary, will ag- 
gravate their Guilt the more ; for thac knowing 
their Danger, They nevertheleſs neglected to look 
to *.- and to take that due care they 
ought to have done to preſerve their Imocence. 


And 1/t, For the firſt Advantage, that of Time : 
I have before oblerved, that this is a Benefit which 
ſuch perſons ſeem to pur the leaſt Value of all up- 
on, though one of the moſt conſiderable ; and I 
muſt now add, that being thus negle&ted by 
them, it proves for the moſt part a Snare and 
a Temptation to them : And this is one of the 
chiefeſt Cauſes of their Sim and Ruine. ; 
The man who lives by his Induſtry, and in the gen.ii. 15: 
ſweat of his brow eats his bread ; he wants indeed 
the Opportunity of paying that conſtant Arten- 
dance which others may do, upon the Solemn 
Exerciſes of Piety and Devotion. His Thoughts 
are taken up with the Afﬀairs of this Preſent Life , 
how to carry on his buſineſs, and ſupply his 
needs, And this hinders his Soul from having is 
Converſation ſo much in Heaven ; whilſt his con- 
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cerns after the things. of this lower World renders 
him very often unable, I had almoſt ſaid unfit to 
contemplate the Joys and Glories of the other. | 

Bur though hecannot therefore be ſo a#ive in 
the more immediate Service of God Almighty, yer he 
ſpends his time in ſerving the Order of his Creation. 
He is Honeſt and Innocent ; And his Buſmeſs, though 
it hinders him from riſing ſo high in Religious 
Attainments, as thoſe who have Greater Leiſure 
may ; yet at the ſame time keeps him from their 
Temptations too, and from falling into any 
Great and Danzerous Irregularities, 

Whilſt thoſe who have more Time for the dif- 
charge of their Duty, and whoſe Thoughts 
and Conſiderations have no need to be thus em- 
ploy'd upon an anxious ſollicitude after the things 
of this World, are yet oftentimes far enough from 
raiſing them up to thoſe of a better.. They are 
Hle and Lazy: They look upon it to be one part 
of their Birthright, indeed the great Priviledge 
and CharaFeriſtick of their Condition, to have no- 
thing to do; And then the Tempter never fails to 

' ARftand ready for them: And Experience ſhews 
how eafie the Tranſition is, from the doing of No- 
thing, or that which is as good as Nothing, to 
the doing Ill, 
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2. For the Second Benefit , that of Quicker 
Parts, and a more ingenuous Education ; Ic is in- 
deed an Advantage not fo apt to prove a Snare to 
Men as the other; bur yer ſuch as may be abu- 
{ed to very wicked purpoſes. And the Church has 
in all Ages had bur coo many Inſtances of this 
kind, to ſhew how much more capable Men of 
a brisk Wit, and a Comprehenſive Knowledge, are of 
being eminently Wicked, and doing a greatdeal 
of Milchief to Religion than other Men. 

What is it but this that has given Birth to moſt 
of thoſe Satyrs and Paſquils, wherein we find 
not only the Myſteries of Chriſtianity, but eventhe 
Praftice of all Religion expoled to (corn and ridi- 
cule ? I ſhall nor need to ſend you back te Julian 
and Porphyry, and the like profe(s'd Enemies to 
the Chriſtian Faith tor Witneſſs of this. Our own 
Age, and even our own Country, has bred up thoſe 
who at the ſame time thar they have call'd them- 
ſelves by the ſacred Name of Chriſt, have never- 
theleſs bid defiance to his Goſpel ; and *eſteem'd 
it a piece of Wit and Gallantry to burleſque Scrip- 
ture, and laugh the greateſt Articles of Religion 
out of Countenance. Who have employ'd their 
Parts only to find out ſomenew Colours for Scep- 
ticiſm _ Infidelity: To tree themſelves from the 
Prattice of Religion now, and to harden them- 
ſelves 
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tg againſt the Fears of Damnation here- 
after, 

But ſhall not God viſit for theſe things ? Shall 
not his Soul be avenged on ſuch Wretches as Theſe ? 
Yes, the time is coming when he ſhall turn all 
their Laughter into Mourning, and bring thoſe 
Evils upon them they now pretend to ſcoff at 
the very Name of. And give them a ſad and 
Eternal Conviction how much they were miſta- 
ken in their Notions, when they thought Pro- 
faneneſs to be Senſe ; and to make a —_ of Sin 
and Damnation the only ſure and "approved Evi- 
dence of a Man of Depth and Knowledge : And 
that when all is done, what Job ſo long lince ob- 
ſerved is indeed the very Truth ; Behold, the Fear 
of the LORD that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil 
that is Underſtanding. 

And when thus even Mens Parts and Elucati- 
on, thoſe beſt Advantages to Vertue and Piety, may 
be turned into a Snare and a Temptation ; much 
more, 


34y, Will thoſe other Benefits yet remain- 
ing, of Riches, and Power, and Greatneſs, be found 
to fall under thisRefleftion ; which are both inh- 
nitely more Eaſie to be abuſed, and not ar all leſs 
able to miniſter to their greater Guilt, and in the 


CON- 
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conſequence of that, to their more certain de- 
ſtruftion. 

The Truth is, whether we conſult our Reaſon 
or our Experience ; What Ule ſuch perſons com- 
monly do make of theſe things ; or What, with- 
out a great deal of Care, they will be -apt to 
make of them; we ſhall find but roo much 
cauſe to conclude what I am now aſſerting to be 
moſt true: That if on the one hand, Riches, and 
Greatneſs, and Power, are Advantages that both en- 
able and engage thoſe who have them, to do 
much more good in their Generation than other 
Men ; yer they may, and without very great 
heed, will be apt to expoſe them to many 'Temp- 
tations to0 ; And inſtead of rendering them more 
excAlently Good, make them a more ex- 
ceedingly Wicked, than otherwiſe they either 
would, or could have been. And I ſhall not 
need to ſpend the time in a ſolemn proof of that 
which our Saviour thought to be ſo very plain, as 
to make it almoſt a General Rile, a kind of Apho- 
riſm in Chriſtianity 3 That a rich man ſhall hardly en- 
ter into the Kingdom of God: and of which, if 
you pleaſe, we will take the Inſtance of our 
Text for the Application ; Son, remember, That 
thou in thy Life time receivedſt thy good things, and 
likewiſe Lazarus Evil things ; But now, He is Com- 


forted and Thou art Tormented, And. 


Mat, XIX. 23. 
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And now to conclude this firſt Point : Is it 
- thus evident, as we have ſeen, that perſons of a 
greater Quality and higher Station in the world, do 
lie under much greater Obligations, and have an 
higher and more difficult dury to fulfil than other 
Men ? And have we ſo much Reaſon to believe, 
that thoſe very Advantages which encreaſe their 0b- 
ligations, are at the ſame time but too apt to 
prove their greateſt Lets and Hindrances in the 
tulfilling of them? Ic muſt, then remain, that 
either ſuch perſons as theſe muſt take a 'great 
Care of themſelves, or they ſhall more hardl 

be ſaved than thoſe of an rn Rank : Whol: 
Duty is more Eafie, Whoſe Temptations are much 
fewer ; Who have neither ſo great a Task to ful. 
fil, nor ſo many Difficulties to encounter with in 


the fulfilling of ir. 
Which being ſo, ler us Conſider, 


I What influence therefore this Reflection 
ought to have upon All of us: 


1. Upon thoſe who are Great, and Rich, 
and Homourable in the World, to ſtir them 
up to an Extraordinary Care of their fu 


ture Happineſs. 


2. Upon 
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2, Upon all others ; to engage them to a 
patient acquieſcence even in the loweſt and 
meaneſt Condition. 


1/:, That the Conſideration of what we have 
now been dilcourſing, ought to ſtir up all 
ſuch perſons as theſe, to a more than 0r- 
dinary Care of their future Happineſs. 

This is a conſequence, that if Men believe a- 
ny thing at all of another Life after this, muſt be 
allow'd to be the natural reſult of what we have 
now been diſcourſing. For if both the Duty of 
ſuch Perſons be greater, and their Temptations 
ſtronger than other Mens; If God expects a 
more excellent Service from Them than from the 
Ordinary fort of Chriſtians, and yet they are cer- 
tainly expoſed to more Lets and Hindrances than 
| Others Watts are, inthe fulfilling of ic : Whar 
then can we conclude but that it will un- 
doubtedly concern them, as they tender their 
Eternal Welfare, to look very caretully to them- 
- ſelves, that they neither come ſhort in their Duty, 
nor are carried away by the ſtrength and force of 
their Temptations. 

But here therefore a Diffculty will ariſe ; For 
if the Caſe be ſuch as we have now ſhown, and 
as indeed our Sayionr Chriſt himſelf hath ſer it our 
E tO 
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z Cor. Xv-32+ 


Luke Xiu. 24» 


ro us : If ſuch Perſons as Theſe ſhall bardly be 


faved ; and again, It be eaſier for a Camel to 20 


through the Eye of a Needle, than for a rich man to 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven : Will not this 
rather ſerve to diſcourage than to heighten their En. 
deavours after it? And lead them ſooner to the 
Epicure's Concluſion, Let us Eat and Drink, for to 
morrow we fhall die ; than to the Chriſtian Reſolu- 
tion of ſtriving to enter in at the Straight Gate ; 
becauſe many will ſeek to enter in, and ſhall not be 
Able * | 


This indeed ſeems to be a very reaſonable 06- 
jeftion, and which ought to have a fair and fatis- 


factory Anſwer made to it. And therefore, 


iſt, 1 _— It is moſt certam, that were we 
to judge of this matter according to the Power 
of Corrupt Nature, there might be but roo much 
Cauſe ra ſuch perſons to give way to theſe kind 
of Refletions, and look upon their Condition as. 
little better than Deſperate. And ſo much our 


var. xix- 26, Saviour Chriſt himſelf inaplies, Mat. xix. 26, With 


men this is impoſſible ; that is to ſay, Were we to 
look no farther than our own Natural Strength, 
without conſidering what the Grace of God, and 
the Power of his Holy Spirit is able to do, we 
might well reckon the Difhculties that ariſe how 


as 
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hinder the Satvation of a Rich and Great Man to 
be inſuperable. Buc With God , All things are 
poſſible ; He can make that which is thus dithcule 
of its ſelf, become Eaſie to us, and remove all 
juſt cauſe not only of Deſpair, but even of 
Complaint from us, iiyoa that account. And 
therefore, 


2dly, Ifay, that ſuch Perſons as theſe ought 
not to be art all diſcouraged from the proſpect of 
any of theſe DifFculties, becauſe though their Du- 
ty be indeed Greater, and their Temptations more 
dangerous than other Mens; yet if they do but 
add their earneſt Endeavours, God will give them 
ſuch a _ of his Grace, as ſhall be ſufficient 
to enable them to overcome all their Difreulties, 
and to fulfil the duty that he requires of them. Je- 
ſus ſaid, With men this is impoſſible, but with God all 
things are poſſible, As if He had ſaid, To enable 
a rich man to deſpiſe his Wealth in compariſon of 
his Duty; to ſupport him againſt the Temptations 
it expoſes him to, and to incline him to make 
that due uſe He ought of it: This -is indeed a 
Work which Humane Strength either could not at 
all, or not without ſome extraordinary di#culty, 
be able to accompliſh. Burt ler not this therefore 
diſcourage any of you ; for though Humane 
2 Strength 
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Strength cannot do it, a Divine Power can. And if 
there muſt be a double portion of Gods Spirit be- 
ſtow'd upon ſuch perſons, or they cannot be ſa- 
ved: Let them do their parts rowards it ; let them 
pray fervently, and labour ſincerely to diſcharge their 
duty, and they ſhall have a double portion, ra- 
ther thanthey ſhall periſh for want of it. God will 
oive them an Aſſiſtance ſuirable to their needs , 
and their Grace ſhall be as much greater than thar 
of Ordinary Chriſtians, as their duty and difficulties 
are Greater than Theirs. 

Nay, but this is not yet all: For, 3dly , Our 
Saviour not only aflures us, that ſuch perſons ſhall 
have a meaſure of Grace = nn 7% to their 
needs, though that had been ſufficient ro remove 


all grounds of deſpair from their minds : But to 


encourage them yet more to a Carefulneſs in their 
duty, he has promiſed, that if they do thus hear- 
rily labour to fulfil it, they ſhall not only have a 
ſufficient aſſiſtance from God gn them now, 


but a more glorious Reward of their Piety here- 
after. Yer. 27. Where when St. Peter remark'd 


ro Him, how they had deſpiſed all their pre- 
ſent concerns to follow him, and become his Di/- 
ciples ; Behold, we have forſaken all, and follow'd Thee : 
What ſhall we have therefore * He not only pronoun- 
ces a Bleſſing upon them for their Piety, ver.28. Ve- 
rily 
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rily T ſay unto you, that ye which have follow'd me in the 
regeneration, when the Son of Man ſhall fit mn the 
Throne of his Glory, ye alſo ſhall fit upon twelve 
T brones, judging the Twelve Tribes of Iſrael : But 
makes a General Promiſe toall others, that ſhould 
not ſuffer any of thoſe things they now have to 
draw them away from his Service, that they 
ſhould receive a more exceeding reward for it, 
ver. 29. And every One that hath forſaken, not only 
that has aFually left them, but hath in his mind l 
given them up, as to reſolve not to value any of 
theſe things in compariſon of his duty ; Every one 
' that hath thus forſaken Houſes, or Brethren, or Siſters, 
or Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, or Lands for 
my Names ſake, ſhall receive an hundred fold, and ſhall 
inherit Everlaſtmg Life. 

And now whenthis is the Caſe; When ſuch per- 
ſons asthele havenot only a Promiſe, that God will 
endue them with a more plentiful portion of his Spirit 
than other men, and ſo render their duty, though 
ſo much Greater in its ſelf than that of ochers, yer 
tathem as eaſie as our Leſſer Engagements are to 
us; Who as we havenot their Difficulties, ſo nei- 
ther have we the promiſes of ſuch an Aſſiſtance, 
as we ſeethey have, to ſupport us: But are more- 
. over aflurd, char their Piery ſhall receive a pro- 
portionable reward ; They ſhall as much, outſhine 
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in us in the Firmament of Glory hereafter, as th 
now exceed us in their Power, and Riches, and in 
what is yet more valuable, their Ability of doing 
Good: It muſt certainly be very much their fault, 
and what will doubtlels render them exceedingly 
more inexcuſable than Other Men, if they benot 
in ſome meaſure as careful of themſelves, and as 
zealous in their duty as all theſe excellent Advantages 
engage them to be; and as for other Mens ſakes 
as well as their own, we ought to beſeech them 
that they would become. 

But this is not yet all the Uſe we are to make . 
of theſe Refleftions; Which ought not only to en- 
creaſe the Piety, and inflame the Zeal of thoſe above 
us : Burt at the ſame time, 


2dly, To teach us, whom it has pleaſed God to 
place in a lower, but if we knew our own Happi- 
neſs, a no leſs bleſſed Eſtate ; to be perfeftly content- 
ed with our Condition, though it ſhould chance 
co be never ſo low and meanin the World. 

For,ſince this preſent Life is but a time of Tryal, 
a State in which we arenot to continue very long, 
and then whatever our portion here may be, if we 
do but manage our ſelves as we oughtin it, we are 
ſure we ſhall be exccedingly Happy in the other 
World: Wherefore ſhould we murmur or repine a- 


gainſt 


the King and Queen, 


gainſt Gods Providence? As if Eternal Glory were 
not a ſufficient recompence for a little trouble and 
miſery in the purſuitof ir. 

I confeſs, I am not fo great a Sceptick, as to go 
about to perſwade you, that there are not ſome Ad- 
vantages in a plentiful portion of the Good things 
of this preſent World: Or that it is all one, whe- 
ther a man be poor and deſpiſed, or elſe Rich and Ho- 
nourable in it. But yet this I may affirm ; that to 
him whois accuſtomed to think, and has a quick 
and lively apprehenſion of the Happineſs of the 
other Life, the wants of this will be very ſuppor- 
table. And while we can lookup to Heaven, and 
there ſee the poor Lazarus in Abraham's bolome, 
we ſhall be able to find an Argument not only 
of Contentednels, but even of Comfort too in the 
Reflection ; though we ſhould chance for the pre- 
{ent to lie, as he once did, at the rich mans door, and. 
feed on the Crumbs that fall from his Table. 

And, Oh! that it would pleaſe God, we might 
all ſo ſerioutly meditate: on theſe things, that 
whatever our portion now be, we may have a bleſ- 
ſed reverſion in Heaven ; where alone true Happi- 
neſs is to be expected by us. 

Conſider, I beſeech you, the Time is coming, it 
cannot be far off; when we muſt all lie down in- 
the Grave : When the Rich and Mighty ſhall as 
certainly die as the Poor and M{erable ; and carry 
none 
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A Simon Preach d fore, &c. ***: 


' Yed thy Good: things, and likewiſe Lazarus Evil things ; 


none of their Statg and Grandeur KK. them. 
When all titles and diſtinftions ſhall be forgotten ; 
and the greateſt Monarch ſtand with as little Advan- 
tage before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, as the mea- 
neſt 'of his Yaſſals. 

"And what will it then avail any of us, that we 
have been, it may he; Great or Honourable on Earth, 
if we muſt be from henceforth M/erable to all E- 
rernity ? | | | 

- Hpwfhall we then begin to envy the Bleſſed For. 
une of thoſe men, whom we were wont to deſpiſe 
heretofore 2 We thought their Condition poor and 
miſerable. We eſteerh'd them neglected of God, the 
{corn of Men, and. out-caft of the people. But alas! 
now We Tee the difference 3 And, how much more 
fortunate a poor Good Man is in the m&aneſt E- 
ſtate, than the Sinner in all the heighth of his moſt 
flouriſhing Condition. 

And may we then every.one of us ſo effectu- 
ally ponder all theſe things, that whatever tem- 
poral Bleſſings we now enjoy, yet our portion may |, 
not be in them: Nor that be ever objected to us, 
which Abraham + here called the Rich Man in our 
Text to conſider; 4 

Son, remember, that Thou .in'thy life-time haſt recei- 


but now He is comforted and "Thou 'art tormented. 
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